
Imperial College Singapore Society  Hall Write-ups 2010 

 

Southside Hall 

 

The first thing that most people say when they first enter Southside is that it looks like a hotel. This 

isn’t very much further than the truth. The rooms are practically brand new, well furnished and 

having an en suite toilet is a privilege that can’t be rivalled. You may not think much about it yet, but 

in the middle of winter, you’ll realise how lucky you are not to have to troop through freezing 

corridors just to shower.  

Despite being so close to school, you need not worry about having to stare at it every day. Southside 

faces the Princes Gardens and despite being small, it provides a fresh view after a long day spent 

inside classrooms and lecture theatres. In the summer, it is common to see people lounging outside 

enjoying the sun and studying. 

All Southside halls also come with large, spacious kitchens on every floor, which allow up to 16 

people to cook at one time. These kitchens also come equipped with a TV, though sadly for those 

football enthusiasts amongst you, only a few come with the sports channel. That said, big matches 

are occasionally shown on other channels. 

Living in Southside is remarkably convenient and this is mainly due to its location. Being so near 

school has the obvious advantage of allowing you to sleep in longer and being close to the library 

makes life much easier when it comes to printing notes or working on projects. Furthermore, the 

university’s sports facility ETHOS is right across the garden. ETHOS contains the college’s gym, 

swimming pool, badminton hall, rock wall and squash courts. It also holds yoga and fitness classes. 

If you prefer outdoor sports, then Southside is definitely the place for you. It is located near Hyde 

Park which has big open spaces suitable for rugby, soccer and ultimate Frisbee. Hyde Park also has 

tennis courts which offer reasonable prices, especially if you play at off peak hours.  

Southside is also close to the South Kensington tube station and thus travelling around is convenient 

with the Piccadilly line stretching all the way to Heathrow. The Circle and District lines will also take 

you to Victoria bus station where one can take a bus to Europe or the rest of the United Kingdom. 

There are also direct buses to Chinatown and Oxford Street nearby.  

Bored on a weekend? The Knightsbridge shopping region can be conveniently found right behind 

and you’ll be able to find a variety of fashion shops as well as the famous Harrod’s departmental 

store. Right across, you would be able to find the Natural History Museum and the Victoria and 

Albert Museum. 

Food is extremely important when one considers where to live in London and Southside has its own 

convenience store called Essentials which is competitively priced. That said, Sainsbury’s supermarket 

can also be found twenty minutes away and contains just about everything you would need. If you 

wish to eat out, there is also a university-run gastropub called Eastside located nearby which offers 

decent food at reasonable prices. 

There are also a number of other small restaurants around Southside offering a variety of food. 

These range from Italian to Thai and the prices also vary, with some being budget eats and others 

places you would reserve for special occasions.  
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The only major negative that Southside has is its prices, which makes it easily one of the most 

expensive halls to stay in. The cheapest room is the twin room and costs £120 a week while the 

premium single room costs £195 a week. 

Despite the cost, I must say living at Southside is tremendously convenient. Practically everything 

you need is in the vicinity and if you feel the need to travel about, the tube is never far away. If you 

can spare the cash, I definitely recommend choosing Southside. 


